




The two main commandments that 
God Himself left us in His Word are 
to love God and to love our neighbor 
(Mt. 22:37-39). The Bible says that we 
love God because He first loved us (1 
Jn. 4:19). We were not worthy of His 
love, but still He did love us. 

But when we get to the point of 
reciprocating His love, how are we 
doing it? The Word mentions two 
ways in which we can show our love 
for God: By obeying Him (Jn. 14:21) 
and by loving our brothers and sisters 
(1 Jn. 4:20).

In practice, however, it is easy to get 
carried away by the circumstances 
we are experiencing, which are not 
always pleasant, and transfer them 
to our relationship with God. We 
can forget that, unlike our fickle 
circumstances, God is always good, 
faithful, has provided for our needs, 
has also proven time after time that 
He cares for us, and has helped us 
through difficult situations.

We would do well to always keep 
in mind Paul’s words in Romans 
8:38-39: “For I am convinced that 
neither death nor life, neither angels 

nor demons, neither the present nor 
the future, nor any powers, neither 
height nor depth, nor anything else 
in all creation, will be able to separate 
us from the love of God that is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord” (NIV). How 
wonderful it is to know that God’s 
love is so intentional that nothing 
and no one is going to separate us 
from it!

When we live by this reality of God’s 
love, we let ourselves be carried away 
by Him, obeying Him in everything 
like a child, confident that his father 
will never fail him. And on the other 
hand, if we imitate the unconditional 
love of God, it is easier to love others.

Let us palpably show our love 
for God in 2021 by giving time and 
resources for His work to continue, 
His gospel to reach further, and His 
workers to have a living wage.

It is necessary to pray about these 
things, but also to act.

bea mesquias
Executive Director/Treasurer of 
UFM of Texas
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DAY 1 — INTENTIONAL LOVE IN ALL CIRCUMSTANCES



We all expected 2020 to be a normal 
year. Even at the beginning, believers 
around the world talked about the “20/20 
Vision” —the perfect vision of God for 
us. It was all positivity. However, God 
allowed us to live a pandemic that came 
to change our lifestyle.

We first heard the news that the virus 
had originated in China and then how 
it hit Italy and Spain hard. Everything 
seemed to be far away; however, this 
virus quickly began to spread in North 
America and then through Central and 
South America.

Unfortunately this virus caused the 
death of millions of people, affecting so 
many families around the world. All of 
us now know someone who passed away 
from that disease.

During the month of July, the Texas 
Monthly magazine published an article 
where it related that “There is no worse 
place to have COVID-19 in Texas right 
now than Hidalgo County.” That meant 
that the virus had already reached our 
doors. The Rio Grande Valley became the 
COVID-19 hotspot or hub of activity, as 
21 percent of the state’s deaths occurred 
in Hidalgo County alone.

During that time the hospitals were full. 
Patients were twice as likely to die from 
COVID-19 than in the rest of the state. 
The bodies of those who died were stored 
in refrigeration trucks, pending delays in 
cremation or burial. They were moments 
of great crisis for our Rio Grande Valley.

Sadly many members of our churches 
lost family members to this virus. And 
not only members, but also pastors, 
pastors’ wives, and leaders died.

In the midst of this crisis, I asked the 
UFM de Texas for help through the Week 
of Prayer and Missions Offering Bea 
Mesquias, and they responded quickly. 
Thanks to God and the UFM de Texas, 
the Baptist Association of the Rio Grande 
Valley was able to give offerings to two 
pastoral families who suffered the loss of 
one of their close relatives.

We cannot imagine the pain that the 
pastoral family is going through due to 
their loss, but thanks to the Bea Mesquias 
Missions Offering, we were able to give a 
gesture of support to these families.

Of course, the Missions Offering 
supports missions, supports education, 
among other things. But now, we can say 
that it also offers gestures of support to 
pastoral families in the midst of a world 
problem.

When speaking with pastoral families, 
they express their pain to me, but they are 
also aware that it was not a virus that took 
the lives of their loved ones, but God, 
who had already prepared in advance the 
moment they left to be with their Creator.

“For our light and momentary troubles 
are achieving for us an eternal glory that 
far outweighs them all. So we fix our 
eyes not on what is seen, but on what is 
unseen, since what is seen is temporary, 
but what is unseen is eternal” (2 Cor. 
4:17-18, NIV).

eder ibarr a
Strategy Implementation Director
Rio Grande Valley Baptist 
Association
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DAY 2 — A GESTURE OF SUPPORT

pr ay for:
• people sick with covid-19.
• god to continue to use his 

people.
• churches belonging to the 

rgvba.



The beginning of my ministry was 
doing missions through the organization 
Air Mail From God Mission or God’s 
Air Mail. This was in Mexico, in the 
years 1965-1967. It was an unforgettable 
experience.

The work consisted of dropping biblical 
portions,mainly the Gospel of John, from 
a Cessna 180 plane. It was flown once a 
week and between 5,000 to 10,000 copies 
were thrown.

Afterwards we would go by land to visit 
the towns where the biblical portions had 
been thrown away and to the authorities 
to request permission to present a film 
of the life of Christ in the town park. At 
the end of the screening, the message of 
salvation was presented, inviting people 
to receive Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
Thanks to God there was always a good 
answer.

These mission trips were a blessing. 
Sometimes our means of transportation 
were donkeys, or we were walking, 
because it was not possible to enter the 
towns that we would have to go by vehicle.

How many things I could say about 
missionary work!

But the issue here is: How was this 
ministry sustained? You know the answer: 
Through the offerings that the churches 
and organizations sent to support this 
great work. Thanks to this—in addition 
to throwing literature from the air, going 

to the villages, visiting house to house 
and showing a film—a correspondence 
course was offered, called “The Light of 
Life.” It was a great missionary adventure!

We are in the 21st century, in the year 
2021, and the great commission still 
stands. You can participate by praying, 
giving, and going. We are grateful to the 
UFM de Texas because through the Bea 
Mesquias Missions Offering we continue 
to make missionary trips to different 
parts of Mexico (Chiapas, Puebla, Jalisco, 
Yucatan, Campeche, Michoacan and 
other places), and thanks to the offerings 
that you send, we have been able to cover 
the expenses of each of these trips.

The Bea Mesquias Missions Offering 
has also been a great blessing here in 
Texas, mainly with our Latin American 
Baptist Association of which I am the 
Executive Director. We have received an 
amount of money to help some pastors 
who have been infected by the present 
pandemic.

I encourage you to continue supporting 
this ministry, praying and giving, and also 
participating in some mission trips to the 
beautiful country of Mexico.

bulmaro luna
Bulmaro Luna Hebreo, Executive 
Director of the Asociación Bautista 
Latinoamericana in Houston, TX
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DAY 3 — PRAYING, OFFERING AND PARTICIPATING: 
       MISSIONARY EXPERIENCES

ple ase pr ay for:
• the pastors in me xico.
• the churches in me xico and 

te xas.
• missionaries around the 

world.
• the ufm of te xas.
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What is God doing in my life? Many 
things, I must say. But the most important 
thing He is currently doing is working. 
God is always at work in our lives, even 
when it might seem more visible only at 
certain times. He is always at work, and 
for that, I feel loved.

During the year 2020 God taught me 
to be patient, to be more still, and to show 
more gratitude. Although I thought I 
had learned these things already, I was 
not prepared for the “season of waiting”. 
It comforts me to know that not only I 
am going through this season, but that 
the whole world is going through the 
same due to the pandemic.

This pandemic has revealed God’s 
work to me in many ways, as it has 
brought me closer to Him, to be more 
consistent in having my prayer time and 
being lenient on His words of comfort 
that come from the Bible. 

As I have been struggling trying to 
keep myself in routine this semester 
and year, I had to learn to trust in God 
more than I ever had before. I finally 
realized that I am such a control freak. 
I “need” to know when, what, and where 
I am going to be or do something, along 
with it being on my schedule. So with 
this year and all its unexpected events, 

naomi mendoza
Theology Major at the Baptist 
University of the Americas 

DAY 4 — RECEIVING AND SHOWING GRATITUDE

everything has been thrown off—what 
I had planned, and even what I did not 
have planned. Interestingly, I did not 
know I desperately needed to have this 
control. I get overwhelmed in trying to 
do everything on my own! So, in that 
regard, this pandemic was a good eye 
opener.

I am also blessed and thankful to be 
able to continue my studies here at BUA 
(Baptist University of the Americas). 
Through this chaos I knew it was going 
to be a struggle with my studies and 
finances. But with BUA’s great staff and 
president, I feel that the university did a 
wonderful job in assuring I did not need 
to put my studies on hold. 

Thanks to my church and other 
wonderful people—such as the UFM de 
Texas—I was able to cover all my tuition 
fees and did not have to worry about my 
financial stay here at BUA anymore. It 
feels like a weight has been lifted off my 
shoulders! 

All the gratitude I have I will keep 
forever in my heart for all that I receive 
from these great organizations, including 
the UFM de Texas Scholarships. It 
not only helps me pay for school, but 
encourages me to continue to help and 
do what Gods led me to do.



ple ase pr ay for:
• pr ay for people to give to the 

week of pr ayer and missions 
offering be a mesquias, so that 
other young st udents can be 
helped with funds to continue 
their education.

• pr ay for god to bring re vival 
to college st udents and young 
adults.

• pr ay for christian college 
st udents to be bold as the y 
share god’s love with others.

• pr ay for more people to be 
willing to go do missions.

When I was a senior in high school, I 
knew I wanted to go to the University of 
Mary Hardin-Baylor. But I also knew it 
would be very expensive to go there. I have 
always known that the Lord would provide 
according to His richness in heaven, and 
He did. He opened doors and provided 
financially for me to go there. 

One of the doors He opened was the 
scholarship that the UFM de Texas granted 
me. Because of your generous donation to 
the Week of Prayer and Missions Offering 
Bea Mesquias, I am able to continue my 
education at a Christian university. 

My freshman year of college came 
with many unknowns. I did not know 
if I would survive being away from my 
parents. As a first-generation student, I did 
not know if I would be able to “navigate” 
the college life. Some days were harder 
than others, and there were times when 
I thought I did not feel God’s presence. I 
would constantly dive into the Word, and 
remember Proverbs 3:5-6 (NKJV), “Trust 
in the Lord with all your heart, and lean 
not on your own understanding; in all 
your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall 
direct your paths.” Through prayer and 
meditation in the Word, I slowly realized 
that God was here all along.

A few weeks into the school year, I 
became a part of an organization that 
fostered discipleship, leadership, and 
service. In this organization, I was a part of 
a small group where I grew spiritually and 
was reminded of God’s love in different 
ways. The first semester, we went on a 
weekend mission trip to Austin, where we 
gave out care packages to homeless people 
as we evangelized to them. 

On Sunday, we attended Church Under 
the Bridge, a church that is literally under 

a bridge for homeless people to come 
worship and hear a message. There I met 
a woman who traveled from Mexico to 
seek a better life. She was living out of her 
vehicle, yet attended the service each week. 
She told me that she did not speak English, 
but the service reminded her of her church 
back home. I translated the message for 
her while we were there, and although my 
Spanish was not perfect, I was able to see 
how the Lord was moving in her heart. 
By the end of the message, she grabbed 
my arm and asked me to pray for her. As 
I was praying over her, I felt the Holy Spirit 
move. It was not me speaking to her, but it 
was the Lord. 

Out of everyone in that group who went 
that weekend, I was the only one who spoke 
Spanish. I remember asking God, “Why 
did you bring me here?” Then I realized 
God put me there for that specific reason: 
For that woman to be able to understand 
the message and feel the Lord speak to her 
in a time of not knowing. She needed to 
feel God’s love when she felt nothing. 

I realized that everyone has their 
“unknowns.” Those times when we feel 
like we do not know the outcome of 
something, or do not know what is going 
to happen next, or what our finances may 
be. I was reminded that the only thing we 
do know is that God is present. He is here, 
and He loves us unconditionally. He calls 
us to love others as He has loved us (1 John 
4:19).

aleiney finner
Nursing Major at the University of 
Mary Hardin-Baylor. 

DAY 5 — TRUSTING IN GOD’S LOVE FOR 
       GOD’S LOVE IS CERTAIN
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He who belongs to the family of God 
has two capital blessings, my beloved 
brothers and sisters: Being a child of 
God through Jesus Christ, and being 
called to serve Him. Both do not 
depend on human will, but on the 
grace and mercy of our God.

God Himself has also given us the 
undeserved privilege of being His 
servants by placing us where He 
wants us to do our part. He makes no 
mistake and expects of us, “Never be 
lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual 
fervor, serving the Lord” (Rom. 12:11, 
NVI).

We thank God for giving us the 
opportunity to serve Him, and we 
do it in different facets: Pastor of 
the Primera Iglesia Bautista (First 
Baptist church) in Edinburg, Texas, 
conference speaker, radio program 
director (Monday to Friday), and 
now—due to the contingency of 
COVID-19—using the mass media 
to minister to people (Facebook Live, 
Youtube and Zoom).

We continue to emphasize the 
missionary work of the church, 
supporting missions in Tuxtla 
Gutierrez and Allende (Mexico). In 
the same way, we continue to teach 
youth and children about missions. 
Every Sunday we remind them about 
giving a special offering for missions.

Recently, when Hurricane Hanna 
passed through this area, a roof that 
we used for different events in the 
back of the temple fell down. But, 
thank God, He provided through the 
UFM de Texas with a special offering 
of $500 that they sent us, which we 
deeply appreciate.

This offering has also been used to 
assist in other areas of our church 
ministry. Lately we have had various 
drive-thru activities, such as: church 
anniversary, prayer week, pastors’ 
celebration, and Thanksgiving Day, 
among others. 

The focus of our ministry goes in two 
directions: vertical and horizontal. 
In the first one, we express our love 
and service to God through worship 
and obedience; in the second one, 
we do it through evangelization and 
missionary service, bringing the Good 
News to all those who are close to us 
and beyond the borders.

Today we accept the challenges, and 
we ask God for wisdom to bravely 
face difficult circumstances caused 
by COVID-19. But we do not lose 
heart, but rather, gathering courage, 
we continued our mission to properly 
educate God’s people.

We appreciate your prayers on our 
behalf, as we also pray for others, 
remembering what the Bible teaches 
us, “Now it is required that those who 
have been given a trust must prove 
faithful” (1 Corinthians 4:2, NIV).

abiel ake
Pastor of the Primera Iglesia 
Bautista of Edinburg, TX

DAY 6 —INTENTIONALLY LOVING IN TWO
 DIRECTIONS: VERTICALLY AND HORIZONTALLY



Our concept about missions is often 
incorrect, considering that missions 
are only those carried out on the other 
side of the world. But is it really so? Are 
missionaries only those who go to distant 
countries? Thanks to God this way of 
thinking is beginning to change.

The humanitarian crisis of 2018 and 
2019 brought a great opportunity for 
Hispanic christians to be messengers 
of the Word to those who arrived in 
caravans from Central America to the 
United States. This opportunity came to 
us as Hispanic Ministry at Broadmoor 
Baptist Church in Shreveport, LA. The 
Hispanic community in this region grew 
more since then. This put a great burden 
on our hearts, to see the needs not only 
material but spiritual that they brought 
with them.

As a church we started to organize 
block parties in parks and VBS’s in 
Spanish. Then we started a weekly Bible 
study, which unfortunately was not very 
successful; so we switched to English 
classes and Bible study together. In this 
way, we had up to 80 people who came to 
the classes with their children.

Then came 2020 with its challenges. 
We had to suspend classes and all kinds 
of meetings. But we found another way 
to keep in touch with those families, 
providing them with food baskets and 
school supplies for the new school year. 
Another way in which we have been able 
to stay in touch is through the digital 
media through which we transmit Sunday 
services.

Even with this challenge that the Lord 
has allowed in the world, the task of the 
Church remains the same: to preach the 
gospel to every creature. For this, it is 
necessary that, as individuals, we take 
care of fulfilling our task. God, for His 
part, continues to work in people’s hearts. 
In fact, it is now, as a result of the situation 
we find ourselves in, that many hearts 
have been opened in ways that were not 
before. We must ask ourselves: What is 
God doing in “my Jerusalem”? How can 
I continue to share the gospel where I 
am? Those are the questions that every 
christian has to answer with the help of 
the Lord.

The Lord Jesus Christ said: “All 
authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me. Therefore ...” With His 
power, let us go and share the gospel to 
every creature, starting in “Jerusalem”. 
And let us be strengthened to fulfill our 
task with His promise: “I am with you 
always, to the very end of the age” (Mt. 
28:18-20, NIV).

gr aciel a trujillo de 
hernánde z
Pastor’s wife at Broadmoor Baptist 
Church Hispanic Ministry in 
Shreveport, LA

DAY 7 — WHAT IS GOD DOING?
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ple ase pr ay for:
• may god give us wisdom to know 

how to maintain contact with 
these families during this time 
of quar antine.

• that the church in gener al 
re alize that this is the 
right time to do missions as 
individual s, since we cannot do 
it as a church.

• may god continue to work in the 
he arts of people so that the y 
can be aware of how much the y 
need him and we in t urn can 
re ach ou t to them.
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